
You’ve worked hard to get to this moment, and now you’re only weeks away from our first at-

home AP Exams. The College Board has developed a range of resources to help you succeed 

through this new process. 

 AP Exams will be given from May 11-22. Make-up test dates will be available for each 

subject from June 1-5. Each subject’s exam will be taken at the same time worldwide. 

o We recommend testing during the first testing window. 

 2-D Art and Design, 3-D Art and Design, Drawing, Computer Science Principles, 

Research, and Seminar will use portfolio submissions and will not have a separate online 

exam. All deadlines for these submissions have been extended to May 26, 2020 at 11:59 

p.m. ET. 

 2020 AP Exam Format 

o The 2020 AP Exam administration will be delivered in a 45-minute online exam 

for each course. You will not be required to use free-response booklets for these 

shortened exams. 

o This year’s exams will cover skills and concepts learned through early March. 

o Most 2020 AP Exams will have 1–2 free-response questions, each question timed 

separately. You can take them online or handwrite answers and submit a photo. 

See more about your specific course here. 

 You may not consult with others. A comprehensive and strict set of protocols to prevent 

and detect cheating is in place, including but not limited to: 

o You will be required to verify your identity and confirm the work is your own on 

exam day. 

o Your work will be provided to your teachers after the exam. 

o Plagiarism detection software will be used on every exam submitted. 

 AP Online Classes and Review Sessions is now on YouTube! You can now access free, 

live AP review lessons, delivered by AP teachers from across the country. These 

optional, mobile-friendly classes are designed to be used alongside work assigned by 

your school. 

 AP Online Classes and Review Sessions on YouTube will enable you to complete the 

few remaining topics of each AP course, and then focus on review for the course. 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/ap-exam-schedule
https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement
https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement


 In AP Classroom you’ll see a new Optional Student Practice section that includes the 

most relevant free-response questions to help you practice the concepts and skills you’ll 

be tested on in May 2020. 

 You can take these exams on any device you have access to—computer, tablet, or 

smartphone—or you can submit a photo of your handwritten work.  

 As usual, 2020 AP Exams will be scored by our network of college faculty and AP 

readers and reported on a 1–5 scale. 

 Collegeboard plans to release scores as close to the usual July time frame as possible. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
2019-2020 AP EXAM ADMINISTRATION ONLY: 

 

Q: Do I have to take my exam on the exact date and time provided on the AP schedule? 

A: Yes, students must take the exam at that exact date and time worldwide. 

 

Q: If the exam starts at 9am, do I have to log in at 9am sharp? 

A: Students must log in 30 minutes before the start of the exam to complete security questions.  

So, if the exam starts at 9am, you should be logged in at 8:30am.  

 

Q: Do I have to take any AP exam 

A: No, it is not mandated that you take any AP exam 

 

Q: If I do not take my AP exam(s) will it affect my admission to college 

A: No, AP exams are not an admission to college.  However, if you pass your exam(s) with a 3 or 

higher you may get college credit for the course.   

 

Q: Will colleges see my AP scores? 

A: No, you choose which scores to report.  You don’t have to report any if you choose not to 

 

Q: Will getting a 1 or 2 on an AP exam decrease my chances of getting into the college of my 

choice? 

A: No, Scores of 1 or 2 are neutral.  Passing an AP exam with 3,4, or 5 will only work in your 

favor by giving college credit for that course. 

 

Q: If I don’t complete my AP class with a C or better, will this affect my admission to college 



A: Yes, AP classes are an admission to college.  Your grade in any AP class is calculated into your 

GPA. 

 

Q: Can I opt out of taking AP exams due to COVID-19 and not be penalized 

A: Yes, you may cancel any AP exam and not be charged the $40 cancellation fee per exam 

 

Q: How do I cancel my AP exam(s) 

A: You can cancel up until the day of the exam by simply not taking the exam on the scheduled 

date.  If you activate your exam on the scheduled date, it will be considered a scored exam at 

which point you will not be reimbursed. 

 

Q: Will I get a refund for any AP exam that I have already registered and paid, but want to 

cancel 

A: Yes, you will get a refund for any AP exam you wish to cancel 

 

Q: What do I need to do to request a refund 

A: Ms. Gonzalez will provide a form to complete. The form will be available June 6, 2020. 

          

(Please be aware that we will not be able to process reimbursements until we resume back to 

school).  Any student already registered for an exam can choose to cancel at no charge up 

until the day of the exam.  I encourage students to wait until closer to the test date to decide 

as you may change your mind.  Again, if you activate your exam on the scheduled date it is 

considered an exam taken and you will not be reimbursed if you do not complete the exam or 

have timing issues. 

 

Q: Can I still register for an AP exam 

A: Unfortunately not.  Registration closed March 13, 2020 

 

Q: Can I still take AP exam(s) that I registered and already paid for 

A: Yes, you will be able to take your exam on any device you have access to—computer, tablet, 

or smartphone. You will also have the option to write your responses by hand and submit a 

photo. 

 

Q: Are there multiple choice questions 

A: No, College Board has developed secure 45-minute online free-response exam at home.  

 

Q: What content is covered on the AP exams 

A: The exam content will focus on what most schools were able to complete by early March.  

See specific details of exam at 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-

schedule#courseSpecific 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule#courseSpecific
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule#courseSpecific


 

Q: When are the AP exams scheduled  

A: Exams will take place May 11-22 click or June 1 -5.  You choose by opening/activating your 

exam in either session. 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/ap-exam-schedule 

 

 

Q: Will I be timed on when I take my AP exam 

A: Yes!  It is highly recommended that you have a timer when you launch your exam.  It is also 

highly recommended that you use a computer/laptop instead of your tablet or smartphone to 

minimize timing issues. 

 

Q: What if I need help with access to a device or internet when I take my AP exam 

A: Contact College Board at http://cb.org/tech 

 

Q: How can I prepare for my AP exam 

A: You can access daily online AP classes and review material on youtube.  Click on link or copy 

and paste on URL https://youtube.com/advancedplacement.  You can also go to AP Central via 

www.collegeboard.org and see course specific exam information including descriptions of what 

will be asked on the exam 

 

Q: How will UC award AP credits given the changes to the testing format announced by College 

Board.   

A: UC recognizes the effort that students have already made in these challenging courses and 

will continue to award UC credit consistent with previous years for 2020 AP exams completed 

with scores of 3, 4, or 5. 

 
Q: Will I still receive accommodations if I qualified prior to COVID-19 
A: Yes, you will receive whatever accommodations you were approved for Pre-COVID-19 
 
Q: Can I still request for AP testing accommodations 
A: Unfortunately not. Registration closed early January 
 
NOTE: In late April, College Board will provide AP students and educators with information on how to 

access the testing system on test day.  Video demonstrations will also be provided so that students 

can familiarize themselves with the system.  You will be contacted at the email you provided when 

you created your college board account.   Many of you have registered with your lausd email.  I 

HIGHLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO go to your college board account and update your email to your 

personal email. EX: google, yahoo, gmail etc. 

 

 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/ap-exam-schedule
http://cb.org/tech
https://youtube.com/advancedplacement
http://www.collegeboard.org/


ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) CONTACT STUDENTS AND PARENTS 888-225-5427  
apstudents@info.collegeboard.org   International: 212-632-1780  Fax: 610-290-8979 
 

mailto:apstudents@info.collegeboard.org

